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1 Peter 3:8-17 | 8 Marks of Genuine Christian Community 
 

1 Peter 3:8–17 
8 Finally, all of you, be like-minded, be sympathetic, love one another, be compassionate and 
humble. 9 Do not repay evil with evil or insult with insult. On the contrary, repay evil with 
blessing, because to this you were called so that you may inherit a blessing. 10 For, 

“Whoever would love life 
    and see good days 
    must keep their tongue from evil 
    and their lips from deceitful speech. 
11 They must turn from evil and do good; 
    they must seek peace and pursue it. 
12 For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous 
    and his ears are attentive to their prayer, 
    but the face of the Lord is against those who do evil.”  
13 Who is going to harm you if you are eager to do good? 14 But even if you should suffer for 
what is right, you are blessed. “Do not fear their threats; do not be frightened.”15 But in your 
hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks 
you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and 
respect, 16 keeping a clear conscience, so that those who speak maliciously against your 
good behaviour in Christ may be ashamed of their slander. 17 For it is better, if it is God’s 
will, to suffer for doing good than for doing evil.  

QUESTIONS 

1. To you, what does an ideal Christian community look like? What are the key aspects that 
you feel must be present, for it to truly flourish?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
2. In vv.8-17, Peter mentions the marks of genuine Christian community that he wants to see 

in his churches. What are these marks, and why do you think he highlights these particular 
ones? 
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3. What is the basic idea in vv.13-17? How can you apply its truths in a concrete way in your 
own circumstances?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
4. Which of the 8 marks of genuine Christian community that are mentioned by Peter needs 

the most growth in your own life? What are some steps can you take to foster this growth?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
5. What is your main “takeaway” from this passage? Share with your CG how they can be 

praying for you.  

 

 

 

 


