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Mark 2:13-22

13 Once again Jesus went out beside the lake. A large crowd came to him, and he began to
teach them. 1 As he walked along, he saw Levi son of Alphaeus sitting at the tax collector’s
booth. “Follow me,” Jesus told him, and Levi got up and followed him.

15 While Jesus was having dinner at Levi's house, many tax collectors and sinners were
eating with him and his disciples, for there were many who followed him. 1® When the
teachers of the law who were Pharisees saw him eating with the sinners and tax collectors,
they asked his disciples: “Why does he eat with tax collectors and sinners?”

17 On hearing this, Jesus said to them, “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. |
have not come to call the righteous, but sinners.”

18 Now John's disciples and the Pharisees were fasting. Some people came and asked Jesus,
“How is it that John's disciples and the disciples of the Pharisees are fasting, but yours are
not?”

19 Jesus answered, "How can the guests of the bridegroom fast while he is with them? They
cannot, so long as they have him with them. 2% But the time will come when the bridegroom
will be taken from them, and on that day they will fast.

21 “No one sews a patch of unshrunk cloth on an old garment. Otherwise, the new piece will
pull away from the old, making the tear worse. 22 And no one pours new wine into old
wineskins. Otherwise, the wine will burst the skins, and both the wine and the wineskins will
be ruined. No, they pour new wine into new wineskins.”

QUESTIONS

1. Read wv.13-17. Why did the Pharisees take issue with Jesus’ behaviour? How did Jesus
respond to them?

2. Read wv.18-22. In your own words, explain the meaning of Jesus' reply in (a) v.19-20 (b)
v.21 (c)v.22.



3. What is the overall point that Jesus is making in vv.19-22? Why is this important?

4. Covid-19 has forced churches to find new ways of meeting together and new ways of doing
ministry. What inner attitudes do we Christians need to have, in order to be new wineskins
for the Lord’s work?

5. Key Application Qn. Following Jesus means being willing to allow Him to lead us into new
ways to live, love, and serve. What is God saying to you through this passage? Share with
your CG how they can be praying for you.



